Though the literature of yellow fever be very extensive, and highly controversial, the epidemiological questions discussed in it are but few, and I shall occupy the limited time at my disposal to the greatest advantage, and meet the objects of the Society most effectually, by confining to these the remarks I am about to offer, and endeavouring to indicate where the truth lies between the contending parties. In what follows, particular manifestations of the disease will be referred to, to illustrate the mode of investigation and the conclusions arrived at, but these must not be considered as by any means exhausting the evidence that has been accumulated on the same points.
From the time of the earliest definite records of yellow fever to the present, there have been two opinions as to the nature of the disease, and the manner in which it was propagated. When the early colonists first came in contact with it, they naturally thought it allied to plague, the most deadly disease they were acquainted with, and which was then common in Europe, and it was not surprising that in their endeavours to account for its appearance and spread, they should have assumed it to have been imported in the first instance, and subsequently to have been propagated by contagion from man to man; but a very short experience led many observant people to doubt those positions ; and we find Lygon, who August with fever, of which he died on 20th, yellow, and having had black vomit. The officer of Elliot's party was attacked with ordinary remittent on 15th August, the other five white men embarked in H.M.S. Actceo7i on 17th August, where all had fever, and one of them died, but the form is not recorded.*|* It appears also that, in the last quarter of 1845, a corporal of the Infantry of the Marine was attacked with yellow fever at Goree, which proved fatal. J If, now, these facts be analysed, it is seen that up to and during the stay of the lUclair, no yellow fever occurred at Sierra Leone; the first case occurred in a resident, at least fourteen days after she left, and this was followed by two others on 15th and 16th August, in persons who arrived from sea, and from different points of the coast, after she left; the crew of the Eclair, therefore) could not have received the fever from exposure to 'preceding cases at Sierra Leone on the one hand; nor could the cases which appeared there in August be connected with her visit in July. Whether the case of the stoker in May, then, be considered as the first indication of the disease in her, or whether it be held that that only appeared after she left Sierra Leone finally, it is clear that it arose without previous communication with persons labouring under it, as it has been shown to do at Sierra Leone and Goree on previous occasions, and as actually occurred at both places in 1845. As bearing on 
